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opinion of all Republics which had become common,
a set- of events happened close to its doors which
might have overwhelmed it in general shame. The
Spanish Colonies in. North, Central, and South America
revolted, and set up Republics in which the crimes
*and disorders of the French Republic were repeated
in caricature. The Spanish American Republicans
were to the French what Hubert and Anacharsis
Clootz had been to Danton and Robespierre. This
absurd travesty of Republicanism lasted more than
fifty years, and even now the curtain has not quite
Mien upon it. Independently, therefore, of the
history of the United States, it would have seemed
quite certain what the conclusion of political philo-
sophy must have been upon the various forms of
Government as observed under the glass of experi-
ence. If we clear our mental view by adopting the
Aristotelian analysis, and classify all governments as
governments of the One, governments of the Few,
and governments of the Many, we shall see that man-
kind had had much experience of government by the
One, and a good deal of government by the Few, and
also some very valuable experience of attempts at
combining these two forms of Government, but that
of government by the Many it had very slight experi-
ence, and that whatever it had was on the whole
decidedly unfavourable. The antecedent doubt,
whether government by the Many was really possible